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In welcoming all of the esteemed 
members of Leadership 100 to your 31st 
Annual Conference, I would like to thank 
you for the honor of choosing as your 
theme “Celebrating the 100th Anniversary 
of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America” and initiating the program for 
the celebration itself. It sets the tone for a 
new era of creative cooperation among all 
the institutions and supporters of our 
beloved Church in America.

Over the past century, our Church and 
community have reached the highest 
levels of achievement by any social 
indicator — whether social, educational or 
economic. With this has come a healthy 
diversity, but also the risk of losing sight 
of our unity of purpose. The Church, 
however, has a decided advantage as it is 
divinely established. We acknowledge one 
Church, just as we acknowledge “one 
Lord, one faith and one baptism.” 
(Ephesians 4:5)

Leadership 100 has been exemplary in this 
regard — adhering for almost four 
decades to its formative purpose of 
unquestionable support for the national 
ministries of our Sacred Archdiocese, 
which include support of its institutions as 
well. In doing so, you have acknowledged 
the vision of the ever-memorable and 
blessed Archbishop Iakovos, as well as 
that of your other revered founders and 
leaders.

Leadership 100 has offered significant 
support to our Hellenic College and Holy 
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Cross Greek Orthodox School of 
Theology for twenty-two years by 
providing scholarships for our 
seminarians in their preparation for the 
priesthood. Leadership 100 and its 
members have also been at the forefront 
of supporters for the Saint Nicholas Greek 
Orthodox Church and National Shrine, 
which will be completed this coming 
spring and consecrated thereafter in the 
summer.

In preparation for the celebration of our 
Archdiocesan centennial, then, I have 
called upon your very able Chairman, the 
esteemed Argyris Vassiliou, to chair the 
National Centennial Committee. And he 
is assisted by your extraordinary 
Executive Director, the gracious Paulette 
Poulos, whose career has run parallel to 
the history of our Archdiocese, as the 
Administrative Assistant to Archbishop 
Iakovos. These two individuals have 
already created a National Centennial 
Committee with representatives from 
every Metropolis, together with an 
exciting national and regional program, 
which we will be learning about here at 
this Conference.

The commemoration of our Sacred 
Archdiocese’s centennial, of course, 
follows our observance of the Bicentennial 
of the Greek Revolution of 1821 and the 
Apostolic Visit of His All-Holiness 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew in 
2021 — signs to all of us that we will enjoy 
great success in our own centenary 
festivities as well.

We will continue to celebrate, just as we 
will continue to minister to all of our 
faithful across the country and to all those 

in need. The very act of building our 
Archdiocese was a celebration of life over 
hardship by our forebears. And the 
forging of every institution of our Church 
and community was a celebration of faith 
over doubt, and of hope over despair.

Indeed, this year holds great promise for 
our Church in America. Through the 
Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church 
and National Shrine, we are on the verge 
of a national presence that we have never 
known. And by God’s grace, we will 
consecrate the Shrine during the 
centennial celebrations of the Clergy-Laity 
Congress, which will commence on July 3.

And thus, our vision is clear and far-
reaching, because we stand on the 
shoulders of all those who came before us, 
and whose memory and singular 
achievements over the last one hundred 
years we will honor and pay tribute to by 
building upon them for the next one 
hundred years.

May God bless the entire plenitude of our 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 
and all the members of Leadership 100 
with much peace and enlightenment, 
length of days, ample health and abundant 
strength from above, as we all strive to 
practice the teaching and example of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in order to 
fully realize the promise of God’s eternal 
Kingdom.

† ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America

With paternal love in Christ,

By His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America
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MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIRMAN

I look forward to personally 
welcoming you to our 31st 
Conference and taking the time to 
thank you all for your support during 
my four years as your Chairman. It is 
with great honor that I will continue 
to serve as a Chairman Emeritus, 
filling the seat of our beloved Peter 
M. Dion, of Blessed Memory.

Leadership 100 has prevailed over 
the last two challenging years and 
grown stronger in assets and 
membership. This Conference is 
testimony to our resilience and 
determination to move forward.

We have chosen as our theme, 
Celebrating the 100th Anniversary of 
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America. His Eminence Archbishop 
Elpidophoros has honored 
Leadership 100 with initiating the 
celebration at our Conference. He 
has honored me by appointing me 
Chairman of the National Centennial 
Committee.

The Conference speakers are Dr. 
Alexander Kitroeff, Professor, 
Department of History, Haverford 
College, on the history of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of America; 
George Yancopoulos, MD, PhD, 
President and Chief Scientific Officer 

at Regeneron and Christos 
Kyratsous, PhD, Vice President of 
Research, Infectious Diseases and 
Viral Vector Technologies at 
Regeneron, on their pioneering 
research to combat Covid-19; Dr. 
Lisa Liberatore and Dr. Dimitri 

Kessaris, founders of two nonprofit 
organizations, Luv Michael and US 
Autism Homes, along with Mark 
Biondi, Program Director of both 
organizations; His Grace Bishop 
Andonios, on plans for the new St. 
Michael’s Home; Theo Nicolakis, 
Director of Information 
Technologies at the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese, on the modernization 
of the Archdiocese’s Technology; and 
Rev. Fr. Gary Kyriacou, Director of 
Ionian Village, on plans for its 
transformation.

In addition, we are privileged to have 
with us Rev. Protopresbyter Andreas 
Vithoulkas, Chancellor of the 
Archdiocese, who will speak to us on 
his newly appointed position as the 
Proïstamenos (presiding priest) and 
Archiepiscopal Vicar of the Saint 
Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church 
and National Shrine at the World 
Trade Center.      

The Opening Forum with Theo 
Nicolakis and Fr. Kyriacou will be on 
Thursday, February 10, followed by 
Bishop Andonios’s presentation. A 
Luncheon and Forum will follow 
with the address by Dr. Kitroeff. The 
Welcome Reception will take place 
on Thursday evening. 

On Friday, February 11, Fr. Andreas 
Vithoulkas will speak at breakfast 
followed by the Archbishop’s Lecture. 
The General Assembly will take place 
following the Lecture. A Luncheon 
and Forum will be addressed by Drs. 
Yancopoulos and Kyratsous, which 
will conclude the daytime events. 
The Hellenic Glendi will be held 
Friday evening.

The Saturday, February 12 events will 
include a Brunch and Special Forum 
led by Dr. Lisa Liberatore, Dr. 
Dimitri Kessaris, and Mark Biondi, 
Golf and Tennis Tournaments and 
Awards, and a Walk/Run event. The 
Grand Banquet at which the 
Archbishop lakovos Leadership 100 
Award for Excellence will be 
presented will take place on Saturday 
evening. The Hierarchical Divine 
Liturgy will be celebrated on Sunday, 
February 13 at Saint Katherine 
Church in Naples.

Our Conference speakers will 
address our historical heritage as 
members of the Archdiocese, and the 
plans for vital ministries. Leadership 
100 has played an essential role in 
both areas, enabling our Archdiocese 
to continue its historic legacy and to 
meet the challenges of tomorrow. 

With gratitude for your support of 
our mission, I remain,

stWelcome to our 31  Annual
Leadership 100 Conference

Argyris Vassiliou

Argyris Vassiliou
Chairman

With warmest regards,
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Dr. Alexander Kitroeff, Professor of History at Haverford 
College in Haverford, PA, will address the history of the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, at the 
Thursday Forum, February 10, 2022. Kitroeff was born 
in Athens, Greece in 1955 and completed high school 
and university studies in the United Kingdom. After 
doing national service in Greece, he moved to the United 
States in 1986 to pursue an academic career. He has 
taught at the Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies 
Center at Queens College, the Hellenic Studies Program 
at Princeton University, the History Department at 
Temple University, as well as the History Department 
and Onassis Center for Hellenic Studies at New York 
University. He began teaching at Haverford College in 
1996. 

He holds a B.A. from University of Warwick (1974), an 
M.A. from University of Keele (1979), and a D.Phil. from 
Oxford University (1984). His research and publishing 
focus on nationalism and ethnicity in modern Greece 
and its diaspora, and its manifestations across a broad 
spectrum, from politics to sports.

His books include: The Greeks in Egypt, 1919-1937: 
Ethnicity & Class London: Ithaca, 1989; Griegos en 
América Madrid: MAPFRE, 1992; Wrestling with the 
Ancients: Modern Greek Identity and the Olympics New 
York: Greekworks, 2004; Ελλάς, Ευρώπη Παναθηναϊκός! 
100 Χρονια Ελληνική Ιστορία New York: Greekworks, 
2010; The Greeks and the Making of Modern Egypt Cairo: 
American University in Cairo Press, 2019; and The Greek 
Orthodox Church in America: a Modern History 
Northern Illinois & Cornell University Press, 2020.

Dr. Kitroeff collaborates with film director Maria Iliou as 
the principal historical consultant in four 
documentaries: The Journey: the Greek Dream in 
America (2007); Smyrna 1922: the Destruction of a 
Cosmopolitan City (2012); From Both Sides of the 
Aegean: Expulsions & Population Exchange, Turkey-
Greece 1922-1924 (2013); and Αγαπημένη Θεία Λένα: το 
Εργο και η Ζωή της Αντιγόνης Μεταξά (2017). Their 
current project is a 5-part history of the city of Athens, 
from 1821 to the present. Part 1, "Athens Between East & 
West, 1821-1896" premiered in February 2020 at the 
Benaki Museum in Athens.

Dr. Alexander Kitroeff To Address History
of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
at Thursday Forum

Dr. Alexander Kitroeff

George D. Yancopoulos, MD, PhD, and Christos 
Kyratsous, PhD, will address the Friday Forum, 
February 11, 2022, on their pioneering research to 
combat Covid-19. Yancopoulos is the Co-Founder of 
Regeneron and has been President and Chief Scientific 
Officer of the company for the past 30 years. He is the 
holder of more than 100 patents. He is a principal 
inventor and developer of Regeneron's nine FDA-
approved medicines and foundational technologies for 
target and drug development. He has spearheaded 
Regeneron’s program to address the Covid-19 pandemic 
with an investigational antibody cocktail.

The son of Greek immigrants, he graduated as 
valedictorian of both Columbia College and the Bronx 
High School of Science. He received his MD and PhD 
degrees in 1987 from Columbia University's College of 

Physicians & Surgeons and became a professor of 
biology at age 28.

Christos Kyratsous, Vice President of Research, 
Infectious Diseases and Viral Vector Technologies at 
Regeneron, heads its infectious diseases research team, 
and leads one of the most advanced efforts to design a 
drug that can treat and prevent Covid-19. He received 
his B.Sc. in Pharmaceutical Sciences from Aristotle 
University of Thessaloniki, and a Ph.D. in Microbiology 
from Columbia University College of Physicians and 
Surgeons.

A native of Greece, he and his team previously developed 
a therapy for Ebola patients—a drug that proved so 
effective in reducing mortality in clinical trials that the 
study came to an early close.

George D. Yancopoulos and Christos Kyratsous
To Address Friday Forum

Christos Kyratsous, Ph.D.Dr. George D. Yancopoulos
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Dr. Lisa Liberatore, a board-certified Otolaryngologist 
and her husband Dr. Dimitri Kessaris, a board-certified 
Urologist, who were inspired by their autistic son, 
Michael, 24, to found two nonprofit organizations, Luv 
Michael, in 2015, and US Autism Homes, in 2019, will 
address the Saturday Forum, along with their Program 
Director, Mark Biondi, on February 12, 2022.

Dr. Liberatore stepped away from her successful private 
practice after 25 years to focus on a crisis affecting her 
son and thousands of others on the autism spectrum. 
The statistics for adults on the autism spectrum are 
alarming, with a 90% underemployment and 
unemployment rate and an over 400% higher suicide 
rate.

Her passion to help her son and others in the same 
situation has led to the impressive early success of both 
nonprofit programs, providing a life of dignity and 
purpose for autistic adults beyond the lives of their 
parents.

Based in NY, these two 501c3’s focus on 
creating meaningful work and alternative 
shared living opportunities. The goal is 
creating a sustainable model to be able to 
offer this opportunity to all who need it 
and to replicate it across the country.

Luv Michael is a nonprofit granola bakery 
in Tribeca, NYC focused on training, 
educating, and employing autistic adults. 

In 2020, it launched a volunteer community service 
program, to advocate for autism acceptance while 
helping fundraise for the organization. Volunteers now 
consist of more than 14,000 teenagers from 29 countries 
who have engaged in meaningful conversations with 
over 300,000 people.

The second nonprofit, US Autism Homes (USAH) 
focuses on helping to solve the current housing crisis 
impacting autistic individuals and their families. The 
USAH model is to combine a cluster of homes with a 
faith-based supportive community. Currently, USAH 
operates three homes in Southampton, NY and has 
successfully transitioned individuals into an engaging 
shared living experience. USAH’s first faith-based 
community partner, The Dormition of the Virgin Mary 
Greek Orthodox Church in Southampton, NY, provides 
a place for daily classes and programs, as well as a 
network of community members who are fueled by 
helping and serving those in need.

Dr. Lisa Liberatore and Dr. Dimitri Kessaris
To Address Saturday Forum

His Grace Bishop Andonios of Phasiane will speak on 
the plans for a new St. Michael’s Home facility on 
Thursday, February 10, 2022. His Grace was elected on 
December 11, 2001, by the Holy and Sacred Synod of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople as an 
Auxiliary Bishop of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America. He was given the title of Bishop of Phasiane, an 
ancient Diocese in Pontos, the birthplace of his 
grandparents. He received an MDiv with Distinction 
from Holy Cross School of Theology in 1979. He served 
for four and a half years as Deacon to Archbishop 
Iakovos until December 3, 1989, when he was ordained 
to the Holy Priesthood.

Following his ordination, he continued to serve in both 
the Office of the Archbishop and the Office of the 
Chancellery and was Assistant Chancellor and Personnel 
Director of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North 
and South America. He served the parish of Zoodohos 
Peghe in the Bronx from 1992 to 1995.

In 1996, he was appointed Director of St. Michael's 
Home in Yonkers, NY. In June 2000, Archbishop 
Demetrios appointed him to the new position of 
Director of the Archdiocesan Department of 
Philanthropy.

Archbishop Demetrios of America, in consultation with 
the Holy Eparchial Synod, appointed His Grace to be the 
Chancellor of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America, effective October 1, 2009.

He retired in 2019, promising to devote himself to the 
completion of St. Michael’s Home, an adult care facility 
and assisted living/retirement home for the aging Greek 
American community. 

A Resolution of Thanks and Appreciation by the 
Archdiocesan Council on May 10, 2019, expressed “its 
deepest gratitude and most sincere appreciation to His 
Grace Bishop Andonios of Phasiane for his broad and 
most dedicated service to the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese.”

Bishop Andonios to Present Plans
for St. Michael’s Home

Bishop Andonios of Phasiane
The Kessaris Family: Dr. Dimitri, Alexander, Dr. Lisa and Michael.



Lead100
st31  Annual Leadership 100 Conference st31  Annual Leadership 100 Conference

Dr. Lisa Liberatore, a board-certified Otolaryngologist 
and her husband Dr. Dimitri Kessaris, a board-certified 
Urologist, who were inspired by their autistic son, 
Michael, 24, to found two nonprofit organizations, Luv 
Michael, in 2015, and US Autism Homes, in 2019, will 
address the Saturday Forum, along with their Program 
Director, Mark Biondi, on February 12, 2022.

Dr. Liberatore stepped away from her successful private 
practice after 25 years to focus on a crisis affecting her 
son and thousands of others on the autism spectrum. 
The statistics for adults on the autism spectrum are 
alarming, with a 90% underemployment and 
unemployment rate and an over 400% higher suicide 
rate.

Her passion to help her son and others in the same 
situation has led to the impressive early success of both 
nonprofit programs, providing a life of dignity and 
purpose for autistic adults beyond the lives of their 
parents.

Based in NY, these two 501c3’s focus on 
creating meaningful work and alternative 
shared living opportunities. The goal is 
creating a sustainable model to be able to 
offer this opportunity to all who need it 
and to replicate it across the country.

Luv Michael is a nonprofit granola bakery 
in Tribeca, NYC focused on training, 
educating, and employing autistic adults. 

In 2020, it launched a volunteer community service 
program, to advocate for autism acceptance while 
helping fundraise for the organization. Volunteers now 
consist of more than 14,000 teenagers from 29 countries 
who have engaged in meaningful conversations with 
over 300,000 people.

The second nonprofit, US Autism Homes (USAH) 
focuses on helping to solve the current housing crisis 
impacting autistic individuals and their families. The 
USAH model is to combine a cluster of homes with a 
faith-based supportive community. Currently, USAH 
operates three homes in Southampton, NY and has 
successfully transitioned individuals into an engaging 
shared living experience. USAH’s first faith-based 
community partner, The Dormition of the Virgin Mary 
Greek Orthodox Church in Southampton, NY, provides 
a place for daily classes and programs, as well as a 
network of community members who are fueled by 
helping and serving those in need.

Dr. Lisa Liberatore and Dr. Dimitri Kessaris
To Address Saturday Forum

His Grace Bishop Andonios of Phasiane will speak on 
the plans for a new St. Michael’s Home facility on 
Thursday, February 10, 2022. His Grace was elected on 
December 11, 2001, by the Holy and Sacred Synod of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople as an 
Auxiliary Bishop of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America. He was given the title of Bishop of Phasiane, an 
ancient Diocese in Pontos, the birthplace of his 
grandparents. He received an MDiv with Distinction 
from Holy Cross School of Theology in 1979. He served 
for four and a half years as Deacon to Archbishop 
Iakovos until December 3, 1989, when he was ordained 
to the Holy Priesthood.

Following his ordination, he continued to serve in both 
the Office of the Archbishop and the Office of the 
Chancellery and was Assistant Chancellor and Personnel 
Director of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North 
and South America. He served the parish of Zoodohos 
Peghe in the Bronx from 1992 to 1995.

In 1996, he was appointed Director of St. Michael's 
Home in Yonkers, NY. In June 2000, Archbishop 
Demetrios appointed him to the new position of 
Director of the Archdiocesan Department of 
Philanthropy.

Archbishop Demetrios of America, in consultation with 
the Holy Eparchial Synod, appointed His Grace to be the 
Chancellor of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America, effective October 1, 2009.

He retired in 2019, promising to devote himself to the 
completion of St. Michael’s Home, an adult care facility 
and assisted living/retirement home for the aging Greek 
American community. 

A Resolution of Thanks and Appreciation by the 
Archdiocesan Council on May 10, 2019, expressed “its 
deepest gratitude and most sincere appreciation to His 
Grace Bishop Andonios of Phasiane for his broad and 
most dedicated service to the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese.”

Bishop Andonios to Present Plans
for St. Michael’s Home

Bishop Andonios of Phasiane
The Kessaris Family: Dr. Dimitri, Alexander, Dr. Lisa and Michael.



Lead100
st31  Annual Leadership 100 Conference st31  Annual Leadership 100 Conference

The Reverend Protopresbyter Andreas Vithoulkas, 
Chancellor of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America will speak on his newly appointed position as 
the Proïstamenos (presiding priest) and Archiepiscopal 
Vicar of the St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and 
National Shrine at the World Trade Center. He will 
address the Friday breakfast, February 11, 2022.

Father Andreas graduated in 1994 from Hellenic College 
(with distinction) with a BA in Religious Studies. In 
1998, he graduated from Holy Cross Greek Orthodox 
School of Theology, receiving an M.Div. (with high 
distinction). He was ordained to the Diaconate and 
Priesthood in 2007 and was immediately appointed 

Rev. Protopresbyter Andreas Vithoulkas,
Chancellor of the Archdiocese,
To Speak on Role As Presiding Priest
and Archiepiscopal Vicar of the St. Nicholas
Greek Orthodox Church and National Shrine
at the World Trade Center

Assistant to the Chancellor of the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America, Bishop Savas of Troas, now 
Metropolitan of Pittsburgh.

In 2014 he was awarded the rank of Economos and in 
2017 that of Protopresbyter. Between the years 2007 and 
2019, he served as Assistant Priest and Presiding Priest 
in three parishes, the Cathedral of St. Paul, Hempstead, 
NY, Holy Trinity Church, Bridgeport, CT, and Church of 
the Holy Resurrection, Brookville, NY. In 2020, he was 
appointed Presiding Priest of St. George Greek Orthodox 
Church in Manhattan, NY.

In 2019, Archbishop Elpidophoros of America appointed 
him Chancellor of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America and he continues to serve in that position to 
this day.

On August 25, 2021, His Eminence Archbishop 
Elpidophoros of America formally announced his 
appointment to be the Proïstamenos and Archiepiscopal 
Vicar of the St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and 
National Shrine at the World Trade Center.

On November 2, 2021, His All Holiness Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew awarded him the rank of 
Protopresbyter of the Ecumenical Throne during the 
Special Service of Blessing and Opening of the Doors at 
the Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and National 
Shrine at the World Trade Center.

Fr. Andreas Vithoulkas

Theo Nicolakis, Chief Information Officer,
to Speak on Modernizing Archdiocesan Technology
and Digital Transformation
at Opening Forum

Theo Nicolakis, Chief 
Information Officer for the 
Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America, 
will speak on Modernizing 
Archdiocesan Technology 

and Digital Transformation at the Opening Forum on 
Thursday, February 10, 2022.

Nicolakis spearheads the technology leadership for the 
Archdiocese. He created the award-winning goarch.org 
website; designed the Online Chapel; enabled the first 
live Internet webcasts of Greek Orthodox Church 
services in the USA; was responsible for the creation of 
the Daily Readings mobile app and the GOARCH TV 
app for AppleTV, Roku, and Amazon Fire.

Nicolakis has been tapped to oversee the digital 
communications and technology operations for six 
international events for Ecumenical Patriarch 

Bartholomew including the 2014 meeting with Pope 
Francis in Jerusalem, and served as CIO of the Great and 
Holy Council in Crete in 2016. Nicolakis has advanced 
the engagement of Orthodox Christians with the 
Scriptures. He was responsible for development of the 
Children’s Bible Reader for Orthodox Youth, the 
Orthodox Christian Bible for the Archdiocesan Camping 
Programs, and the first ever Orthodox Christian Military 
Bible for our service men and women. Nicolakis 
currently serves on the Board of Directors for the 
American Bible Society and served as President of St. 
Barbara Greek Orthodox Church in Orange, CT.

He received the MDiv degree from Holy Cross Greek 
Orthodox School of Theology in 1996 and an MA in 
Management Systems from New York University in 
2005.

Theo Nicolakis
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Rev. Father Gary Kyriacou, who serves the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of America as the Director of 
Ionian Village, the Archdiocese travel abroad summer 
program, will speak on plans for the transformation of 
the facility at the Opening Forum on Thursday, February 
10, 2022.

Fr. Gary also serves as the Pastor of Youth and Young 
Adult Ministries for the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of 
San Francisco. He received his Master of Divinity degree 
from Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology in 
2001, following which he was ordained to the Diaconate 
on May 27, 2001, and to the Holy Priesthood on 
September 9, 2001. Prior to his studies at Holy Cross, he 
received his Bachelor of Arts degree in Film Production 
and Screenwriting from California State University – 
Northridge.

Rev. Fr. Gary Kyriacou, Director of Ionian Village, 
to Speak on Plans for Transformation of the Facility 
at Opening Forum

Fr. Gary Kyriacou

Following ordination, Fr. Gary was assigned as the 
Assistant Priest to Rev. Fr. Tom Paris, of blessed memory, 
at the Ascension Greek Orthodox Cathedral in Oakland, 
California from 2001 – 2004. In August 2004, he was 
assigned to Saint Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church in 
Camarillo, California, where he served as the 
Proistamenos for 17 years, until February 2021. During 
his service he guided the parish through a successful 
capital campaign to build new facilities that serve the 
growing community. Saint Demetrios celebrated the 
Thyranoixia on May 31, 2015, and the new building was 
permanently occupied in July 2015.

In November 2019 His Eminence Archbishop 
Elpidophoros of America appointed Fr. Gary the 
Director of Ionian Village. In February 2021, His 
Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos expanded the Office 
of Youth and Young Adult Ministries and designated him 
as the Pastor of Youth and Young Adult Ministries for 
the Metropolis of San Francisco. Fr. Gary also serves as 
the Chairman of the Board of Trustees for the Greek 
Orthodox Metropolis of San Francisco Folk Dance and 
Choral Festival. He has devoted countless hours leading 
this ministry where he excels at gathering the youth of 
the Metropolis and sharing with them the importance of 
the Greek Orthodox faith and culture.

NEW MEMBERS
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