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BE RENEWED IN THE SPIRIT
OF YOUR MINDS

As we come to the beginning of  a new calendar year, we are very familiar with the 
atmosphere of  expectations and hopes for new beginnings that pervades our 
modern world. With the changing of  a number and the turning of  a calendar page, 
many people seek to leave behind experiences and challenges of  the past year and 
look forward to a new year and the possibility of  new opportunities and better 
circumstances in life. Others are thankful for the events and memories of  the year 
that has passed, and greet the new year with anticipation of  greater things to come.

While we are influenced by this element of  our culture which is linked to how we 
mark the passage of  time, we know as Orthodox Christians that there is a much 
more appropriate focus in reflection on the past and in anticipation of  the 
future—the grace of  God. It is His grace that offers us mercy and hope. It is by His 
great mercy that our hearts, minds and bodies are renewed. Through His gracious 
love, we are filled with gratitude, and we look forward to a new year of  tremendous 
blessings.

This focus on the newness of  life we find in God’s grace is essential each day of  our 
lives. This is an affirmation of  the power of  grace. We recognize that God’s grace 
was “poured out” upon us both in creation and in human life, and through Christ’s 
presence among us.

In this regard, we recognize the sacred work of  Leadership 100, which we 
acknowledged on the occasion of  National Leadership 100 Sunday on October 21 
of  last year, the Sunday nearest the Feast of  Saint Iakovos, chosen for your founder 
and namesake, Archbishop Iakovos of  Blessed Memory. Each year we benefit 
from the generosity of  grants from Leadership 100 and support from its 
members. The care and love offered by the board, officers and staff  at 
Leadership 100 is a faithful witness of  the power of  grace. Each day, 
plenty of  people, including children and youth, as well as our National 
Ministries, experience the love of  God as a result of  these actions. In 
this atmosphere filled with grace, they are able to find the guidance, 
peace, and joy that they need. 

May you prayerfully consider the power of  God’s grace in your life as 
you live in anticipation of  the great blessings that He will accomplish 
in and through you. And in this new year, may you and your families 
be renewed in finding assurance that God’s love and mercy are with 
you always.

†DEMETRIOS
Archbishop of  America

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Be renewed in the spirit of  your minds,
and put on the new nature, created after the
likeness of  God in true righteousness and holiness. (Ephesians 4:23-24)

†DEMETRIOS
Archbishop of  America

With paternal love in Christ,
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Connie and I welcome you to the 22  Annual Leadership 100 
Conference, a truly star-studded event. The lineup includes Jim 
Gianopulos, Chairman and CEO of  Twentieth Century Fox, 
Alexander Payne, the Oscar-winning director and screenwriter, 
Nia Vardalos, the renowned actress, screenwriter and producer, 
Fr. John Bakas, the dynamic Dean of  St. Sophia Cathedral in Los 
Angeles, as well as two of  our own members, Michael S. Johnson, 
the pioneering petroleum geologist, and Mary J. Mitchell, fashion 
illustrator for top designers.

As always we look forward to the inspiring and educational Bible 
Study of  Archbishop Demetrios and we extend a special welcome 
to our Metropolitans, Bishops and Clergy. We are pleased to 
present a full program of  delightful entertainment, which will 
feature the sisters, Lexy and Stephany Prodromos, at the Hellenic 
Festival on Friday evening, February 8 and Dean Vali & Keffe 
both at the Hellenic Festival and the Grand Gala on Saturday 
evening, February 9.

Please make every effort to participate in this exciting program. 
The General Assembly will give you every opportunity to offer 
your recommendations for the future of  Leadership 100. The 
success of  the Conference depends on your participation. 

We should also make every effort to attend the Divine Liturgy at 
the beautiful and historic St. Sophia Cathedral in Los Angeles on 
Sunday morning. Bus service will be provided.

Connie and I would like to greet you personally and look forward 
to joining you in all the activities.

ND
WELCOME TO THE 22  ANNUAL

LEADERSHIP 100 CONFERENCE

Dear Leadership 100 Members,

Warmest Regards,

Charles H. Cotros
Chairman



Jim Gianopulos

Jim Gianopulos, Chairman & Chief  Executive Officer of  

Twentieth Century Fox Film, overseeing News Corporation’s 

motion picture companies, including Twentieth Century Fox 

Film Corp., Fox 2000, Fox Searchlight Pictures, Fox Animation 

Studios, Blue Sky Studios, Fox International Productions, and 

their related entities, will speak Thursday afternoon, February 7 

on “Hollywood and Hellenism”. He will be introduced by his 

pastor, the renowned Fr. John Bakas, Dean of  Saint Sophia 

Cathedral in Los Angeles, who will also speak to conferees.

One of  the longest-tenured studio chairmen in the film industry, 

Gianopulos oversees all feature film production and marketing, 

as well as global distribution through all windows and platforms 

spanning the theatrical, broadcast, cable, home entertainment, 

digital and mobile markets. During his time as Chairman of  Fox, 

the studio has had its most profitable years ever. He has been 

involved in the evolution of  new entertainment media and 

technologies for more than 25 years, and is considered a leading 

strategist in the industry. During his tenure at the studio, he has 

overseen the release of  a broad range of  successful films, 

including Life of  Pi, the X-Men series, Rise of  the Planet of  the Apes, 

Night At The Museum, Taken (and its sequel), The Simpsons Movie, 

Borat, The Day After Tomorrow, Walk the Line, the Star Wars Trilogy, 

Live Free or Die Hard, Minority Report, and Moulin Rouge. He also has 

the unique distinction of  having championed two of  the biggest 

gambles, and the two highest grossing films of  all time: Avatar 

and Titanic.

Under his leadership, the studio’s animation division, Blue Sky 

Studios, produced successful films such as the Ice Age series, and 

Fox Searchlight Pictures, the studio’s specialized division, 

produced commercial and critical successes such as The Best 

Exotic Marigold Hotel, The Descendants, Black Swan, and the Oscar-

winning Slumdog Millionaire, among many others. Prior to his 

Jim Gianopulos

current post, Gianopulos was Chairman & CEO of  Fox Filmed 

Entertainment and before that, he was President of  Twentieth 

Century Fox International, a position he held since 1994. Among 

the many notable successes during Gianopulos’ tenure at Fox 

International are the Oscar winners Titanic and Braveheart, in 

addition to at one point having four of  the five top grossing 

pictures of  all-time internationally: Titanic, Star Wars, Independence 

Day and Star Wars: Episode 1 – The Phantom Menace.

The son of  Greek immigrants and a native New Yorker, 

Gianopulos attended the Master’s program at the New York 

University School of  Law, the Fordham School of  Law, earning a 

Juris Doctor in 1976 and Boston University, earning a BA in 

1973. He resides in Los Angeles with his wife Ann and their three 

daughters.



Alexander Payne

Alexander Payne, who will speak Friday afternoon, February 8 
and will be introduced by his former pastor in Omaha, Nebraska, 
Very Rev. Fr. Eugene N. Pappas, now of  Three Hierarchs Church 
in Brooklyn, New York, is the award-winning screenwriter, film 
director and producer, known for films like The Descendants 
(2011), Sideways (2004), About Schmidt (2002), and Election (1999).

He was born Constantine Alexander Payne, February 10, 1961 in 
Omaha, Nebraska, the youngest of  three sons of  Peggy (née 
Constantine) and George Payne, restaurant owners, and grew up 
in the same neighborhood as billionaire Warren Buffett. His 
grandfather had Anglicized the last name from Papadopoulos. 
He attended Creighton Preparatory School and Stanford 
University, where he double-majored in Spanish and History and, 
as part of  the latter program, studied at the University of  
Salamanca in Spain. Payne earned an MFA in 1990 from the 
UCLA Film School.

Payne wrote and directed his first full-length film, Citizen Ruth, in 
1996, followed by the film Election in 1999, starring Matthew 
Broderick and Reese Witherspoon, which won Best Screenplay 
from the Writers' Guild of  America and the New York Film 
Critics Circle, as well as an Academy Award nomination for Best 
Adapted Screenplay. He and his writing partner, Jim Taylor, 
received a Golden Globe in 2003 for the screenplay for        

Alexander Payne

About Schmidt, which premiered in 2002 in competition at the 
Cannes Film Festival and opened the New York Film Festival, as 
well as both the Academy Award and Golden Globe in 2005 for 
Best Adapted Screenplay for the 2004 film Sideways, which Payne 
directed. The film also won the Golden Globe Award for Best 
Motion Picture – Musical or Comedy. In total, Sideways received 
five Academy Award Nominations.

He served as a Producer or Executive Producer on the films King 
of  California, The Assassination of  Richard Nixon, The Savages, and 
Cedar Rapids. He returned to directing in 2011 after a seven year 
hiatus with The Descendants, starring George Clooney. He also co-
wrote the screenplay, winning his second Academy Award for 
Best Adapted Screenplay. The film also received five Academy 
Award nominations, including Best Picture and Best Director. 
He also co-wrote the screenplay for Jurassic Park III in 2001. 

Payne is on the short list of  directors who have final cut rights for 
their films. From 2005 to 2008, he served as a member of  the 
Board of  Governors of  the Academy of  Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences. In 2012, he was named as a member of  the Jury for 
the Main Competition at the 2012 Cannes Film Festival. He is 
also on the Board of  Directors of  an Omaha non-profit 
cinematheque, Film Streams.



Nia Vardalos

Nia Vardalos, the Canadian-American actress best known for the 
2002 Academy Award–nominated film My Big Fat Greek Wedding, 
will speak on Friday evening, February 8. Born and raised in 
Winnipeg, Canada, she is an Academy Award nominated 
screenwriter, actor, director and producer. 

Vardalos was drawn to the performing arts early on. After 
studying theater and music at Toronto’s Ryerson University, she 
followed her natural instincts for comedy and took a job at the 
box-office of  Toronto’s Second City theater; the home of  
comedy’s famed SCTV. Soon thereafter, when one of  the 
performers fell ill, Vardalos volunteered herself  on-stage as a last 
minute addition to the cast. Having spent hours studying the 
show from the back of  the theater, Vardalos convinced the 
producers that she knew the sketches and could step in. Her 
performance so impressed the producers that she was given a 
permanent spot in the troupe as a performer and a writer. 
Vardalos then relocated to Chicago’s Second City ensemble 
where she went on to win Chicago’s Jeff  Award for Best Actress.

Following her stints at Second City, Vardalos relocated to Los 
Angeles to pursue television and film work. While making small 
appearances in sit-coms such as The Drew Carey Show and Two Guys 
and a Girl, she began writing a screenplay about her wedding to 
husband and fellow actor Ian Gomez.

Unable to get the screenplay produced, Vardalos turned the 
material into a one woman show. As the writer, producer and star 
of  her solo stage show My Big Fat Greek Wedding, Vardalos would 
find herself  embarking on a journey which would eventually 
bring her worldwide acclaim. With a unique wit and irony, the 
stage performance of  “My Big Fat Greek Wedding” soon began 
commanding sold-out performances and became a must-see 
event for Los Angeles’ Greek community. It also drew the 
attention of  Hollywood heavyweight-couple Rita Wilson, 
herself  a member of  the Greek community, and her husband 
Tom Hanks. Able to relate to the funny familial interactions 
which Vardalos portrayed in the show, Wilson and Hanks 
decided to produce Vardalos’ screenplay of  My Big Fat Greek 
Wedding, with Vardalos as the star.

Premiering in 2002, My Big Fat Greek Wedding was an immediate 
critical and box-office sensation, becoming one of  the highest-
grossing independent films of  all time, and is still the highest 
grossing romantic comedy of  all time. The film garnered 
Vardalos awards recognition for her writing and acting including 
an Academy Award nomination for Best Original Screenplay; a 
Golden Globe nomination for Best Performance by an Actress 
in a Motion Picture – Comedy or Musical; a Screen Actors Guild 
nomination for Outstanding Performance by the Cast of  a 
Theatrical Motion Picture; a Broadcast Film Critics Association 
nomination for Best Writer; and an Independent Spirit Award for 
Best Debut Performance.

Nia Vardalos

Following the success of  My Big Fat Greek Wedding, Vardalos 
would write, produce and co-star with Toni Collette and David 
Duchovny in the buddy comedy Connie and Carla and co-star with 
Richard Dreyfuss in the romantic comedy My Life In Ruins.

She would make her directorial debut in 2009 with the comedy     
I Hate Valentine’s Day, which she would write and co-star in with 
My Big Fat Greek Wedding alum John Corbett.

Having become one of  Hollywood’s most sought after comedic 
actor/writers Vardalos would go on to co-write the box-office hit 
Larry Crowne starring Tom Hanks and Julia Roberts, and is 
currently penning the “anti-romantic comedy” Leftovers, in which 
she will star and produce for Paramount Pictures. She also 
continues to make guest star appearances on television series 
such as Curb Your Enthusiasm, Grey’s Anatomy, Cougar Town, and  
The Good Guys, among others.

This spring will find Vardalos publishing her first book        
Instant Mom, a witty, honest and poignant road-to-parenting  
story about the circumstances that led to the adoption of  her 
daughter, the daily chaos of  parenting, and the inspiration for her 
becoming a major advocate for adoption. With her signature 
comedic flair and candor, in Instant Mom Vardalos opens up  
about the heartaches and headaches, tears and laughter that make 
up what it means to be a parent.

In addition to her extensive writing, producing, and acting career, 
Vardalos continues to fundraise for the underprivileged, and is a 
spokesperson for National Adoption Day.



Father John Bakas

Father John Bakas, the dynamic and renowned Dean of  Saint 
Sophia Cathedral of  Los Angeles since 1995, will speak on 
Thursday afternoon, February 7 on “A Lighthouse on Rocky 
Shores”. He was ordained to the Diaconate on March 7, 1976 and 
to the Priesthood on January 21, 1979. He has previously served 
St. George Church, Albuquerque, New Mexico, Annunciation 
Church, Modesto, CA, St. George Church, Fresno, CA and St. 
John Church, Las Vegas, NV. He is Co-Founder and First 
Director of  St. Nicholas Ranch Retreat Center, Founder, St. Basil 
Parish in Modesto, CA and Priest and Spiritual Director of  The 
Virgin Mary Convent, Dunlap, CA.

Father Bakas is Founder of  the Diocesan Camp AGAPE, “Kids 
N’ Cancer” program for disadvantaged children with cancer. He 
has taught at the University of  New Mexico and at California 
State University Stanislaus, and has also served as Chaplain and 
President of  The Valley Children’s Hospital Foundation in 
Fresno, CA. He is the Founder of  the Rotary House Children’s 
Hospice in Fresno, CA, Project Nino, Mexico, offering free 
medical care for poor children in Mexico, Camp Axios for Los 
Angeles inner-city at risk youth, and the Byzantine-Latino 
Quarter of  Los Angeles-inner city redevelopment program. He 
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serves as Co-Chairman of  the Police-Clergy Forum of  the Los 
Angeles Police Department and as Commissioner of  the Los 
Angeles Commission on Children, Youth and Families. He is 
currently part-time faculty member at Loyola Marymount 
University.

His degrees include M.A. Equivalent, Holy Cross Seminary 
Program, Priest with Lay Profession: M.A. Philosophy, 
University of  New Mexico: and Master of  Divinity, Loyola 
Marymount University. He has served as a consultant on Steven 
Spielberg’s Prince of  Egypt, and on Mel Gibson’s The Passion of  
Christ and as on-air commentator for the A&E production of  
Christianity, The First Thousand Years, and Banned from the Bible.

Father Bakas emigrated with his family from Greece in 1958, 
settling in Albuquerque, New Mexico. He worked as an 
administrator at the University of  New Mexico, taught in the 
Latin American Affairs Department and served as Assistant 
Dean of  Admissions. He was a tenor for the Albuquerque Light 
Opera. He is married to Presvytera Maria and has four adult 
children, three daughters and a son.

St. Sophia Cathedral, Los Angeles, California.



Michael S. Johnson

Michael S. Johnson, a member of  the Leadership 100 Board of  
Trustees, will speak at the opening of  the Conference on 
Thursday morning, February 7, on “Oil in the World’s Economy 
and the Discovery of  Parshall Field, North Dakota, the Largest 
Oil Field in North America”. He is a pioneering petroleum 
geologist recognized for his contribution to the discovery of  
Parshall Field.

Born in 1926 in Maryville, Missouri of  Greek immigrant parents, 
his interest in the oil business began when his family moved to 
Tulsa, Oklahoma in 1931, then called the oil capital of  the U.S.  
He graduated from The Ohio State University with a B.Sc. degree 
in 1947 and an M.S. degree in 1949, both in geology.

Starting in 1949, he has spent his entire 61 year career in the 
Rocky Mountain Region. He spent his first nine years with 
Amerada Petroleum Corporation, attaining the position of  
district geologist for the Wyoming District in Casper, Wyoming.  
In 1958, he left Amerada to become Rocky Mountain 
Exploration Manager for Apache Oil Corporation in Denver, 
Colorado.  In 1963, he left Apache to begin his career as an 
independent consulting petroleum geologist and for the past 47 
years he has resided in Denver, concentrating his exploration 
efforts in the Williston Basin, a geologic structural basin in 
eastern Montana, western North and South Dakota, and 
southern Saskatchewan, Canada, renowned for its major oil and 
gas fields.

Johnson has been a member of  The American Association of  
Petroleum Geologists (AAPG) for more than 60 years and has 
been involved in more than 15 oil field discoveries in North 
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Dakota, Montana, Colorado, Wyoming and Kansas.  His greatest 
achievement, however, was the discovery of  Parshall Field in 
North Dakota.  Today, Parshall is the largest oil field, in size, in 
North America, and extends over four million acres with 
producible reserves of  some ten billion barrels.

In 2009, for his contributions to the Parshall discovery, he 
received the Outstanding Explorer of  the Year Award from The 
American Association of  Petroleum Geologists (AAPG) and 
also from The Rocky Mountain Association of  Geologists. He is 
also a member of  the Wyoming Geological Association, the 
Society of  Independent Professional Earth Scientists, and a 
Senior Fellow and member of  the Geological Society of  
America. The Michael S. Johnson named Grant is awarded 
annually to a graduate student at the Ohio State University 
through the AAPG Foundation Grants in Aid program.

Johnson was a member of  the Archdiocesan Council from 1974 
to 1996.  He became an Archon of  the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
The Order of  St. Andrew the Apostle in 1979. He is also a 
member of  FAITH: An Endowment for Orthodoxy and 
Hellenism. Johnson’s wife, Katherine, is also a member of  
Leadership 100. They have two adult children.



Mary J. Mitchell

Mary J. Mitchell, who will speak at a special program on Saturday, 
February 9, on “Drawn to Fashion”, is acknowledged for her 30-
year career as a fashion illustrator for top designers and major 
department stores. Born Mary Kafasis to Greek immigrant 
parents in Buffalo, N.Y. Mary Mitchell first showed a penchant 
for art starting in high school, where her talents were nurtured by 
the mentorship of  her art teacher and encouraged by early 
success in national art competitions. An unexpected bequest 
from her late mother made it possible for her to attend the 
Albright Art School, affiliated with the University of  Buffalo, 
from which she graduated with a degree in fashion illustration 
before launching her career as a professional fashion illustrator 
with the Flint & Kent department store in Buffalo.

After she met Kearney, Nebraska native and Georgetown Law 
School graduate John Mitchell, a long-distance courtship ensued 
and the couple married in 1951, settling in Kearney. Mary took 
classes at Kearney State Teachers College, now the University of  
Nebraska at Kearney, and this association led to her teaching 
courses in the college's art department.

In 1968 the Mitchells moved to Omaha and Mary returned to 
fashion illustration full time, working for the Nebraska Clothing 
Co. for what she described as "four fabulous years." After striking 

Mary J. Mitchell

out on her own as a freelance illustrator, she continued to refine 
her fashion illustration skills with clients including Topp's, 
Goldstein Chapman, Herzberg's, Zoob's, Parsow's and Wolf  
Brothers. Her career flourished during a period when fashion 
illustration's role was critical to successful commerce in 
everything from haute couture to ready-to-wear, and when 
Omaha's fashion merchants helped to define the meaning of  
style in the heartland.

In the 1960s and '70s, pages of  the fashion press were filled with 
drawn images that captured the energy of  the industry at its peak. 
That period of  dynamic social and cultural change affected 
fashion but was in turn affected by it. This is one of  the critical 
dimensions of  fashion in general: it is inseparable from the age 
that spawns it, and it serves inevitably as a barometer of  that age's 
tendencies and unique character.

The Department of  Textiles, Merchandising and Fashion Design 
of  the University of  Nebraska-Lincoln recently announced the 
dedication of  the Mary Mitchell Fashion Studio in conjunction 
with the exhibition "Drawn to Fashion: The Illustrations of  Mary 
Mitchell" which took place October 22 to November 30, 2012 at 
the Robert Hillestad Textiles Gallery on the second floor of  the 
Home Economics Building.



Stephany Prodromos
Lexy and Stephany Prodromos are third generation Greek 
American sisters from the Chicago area who are devoted to their 
Greek heritage, and who have translated into English and 
performed in Greek and English popular Greek songs from the 
1960s, 70s and 80s by Manos Hadzidakis and Niko Ignatiadis. 
Their YouTube videos have more than 250,000 views and they 
have been featured on Fox, NBC and WGN television. Their 
remake of  "Eye of  The Tiger", written specifically for them by 
the song's composer, was popular on radio in the UK. Both also 
perform classical music.

Their goal is to show young Greek Americans that modern 
Greece, not just Ancient Greece, has produced top flight cultural 
achievements. They make their CD available, free of  charge, to 
the various Greek organizations that send young Greek 
Americans to Greece so that they can put them on their iPods and 
immerse themselves in the Greek language and Modern Greek 
culture. They hope that the English language versions of  these 
songs will help non-Greeks appreciate them. They also sing 
extensively for charity.

Lexy and Stephany Prodromos

Lexy is a freshman economics major and music minor at 
Pepperdine University in Los Angeles, where she was offered a 
voice scholarship. She won the award as outstanding vocalist at 
New Trier High School in Winnetka, Illinois, itself  a recent 
winner of  a Grammy as best high school music program in the 
country. She has won numerous voice competitions in the 
Midwest. A former two star nationally ranked junior tennis 
player, she is also one of  the lead players on Pepperdine's club 
tennis team.

Stephany is a sophomore at New Trier High School. She has also 
already won several high school voice competitions. Formerly 
ranked as high as second in the Chicago district by the US Tennis 
Association, she has been a two-star player nationally.

 Lexy Prodromos

Dean Vali & Keffe

Dean Vali & Keffe

Dean Vali is the son of  the famous Band Leader Gus Vali. In carrying on his 
father’s tradition, Dean has taken Live Event Music to the next level by 
assembling some of  the best musicians in the New York area. His band, Dean 
Vali & Keffe, is set apart by its ability to play the very best Greek Music while 
delivering incredible American Music. The band has performed at numerous 
private celebratory occasions, for many Greek American organizations, and 
for major corporate events, including Citi Bank, Mercedes of  China, BMW 
N.A. Headquarters, and BlackRock, as well as for non-profit organizations 
such as the American Heart Association and the American Cancer Society.

In addition to Dean Vali, Keffe features Greek vocalist Anthi with Bouzoukia, 
along with the band’s amazing American singers Swang & ‘Chelle.
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